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To the NOBILITT and GENTRI of the 
RIH of IRELAND. 


AVIN G already written Tro 
Letters to People of my own 
Level, and Condition; and ha- 
ving now very preſſing Occa. 
ſion, for writing a Third; | 
= > thought could not more pro- 

perty Neis it than to Tour Lordſhips aud 

FF. or ſt 17S, 

The Occafion is this. A Printed Paper was 
ſent to me on the 18th Inſtant, Entitled, A RE. 
PORT of the COMMITTEE of the LORDS 4 
Flis MAFESTIES Moſt Honourable FRIVT-COT 
CIL in England, Relating to My. 008 
HALF-PENCE and FARTHINGS. There 1s no 
Mention made where the Paper was Printed, 
but I ſuppoſe it to have been in Dublin; and I 
have been told that the Copy did not come over in 
the Gazette, but in the London Journal, or ſome 
other Print of no Authority or Conſequence; and 
for any thing that Legally appears to the contrary, 
It may be a Contrivance to Fright us, or a Project 
of ſome Printer, who hatha Mind to make a Penny 
by Publiſhing ſomething upon a Subject, which 
now employs all our Thoughts in this 1 Kingdom. 
Mr. 7700 in Publiſhing this Paper would inſi— 
nuateto the World, as if the Committee had a grea- 
ter Concern for his Credit and Private Emolu- 
ment, than for the Honour of the Priavy-Counciland 
botn Houſes ef Par [rament Here, and tor the Quiet 

nd Weitare of this whole Kingdom : For 
kc 


1 
it ſeems intended as a Vindication of Mr. 79D 
not without ſeveral ſevere Remarks on the Hou— 
ſes of Lords zud Commons of Ireland, 
The whole is indecd written with the Turn and 
Airof a Pamphlet, as if it were a Diſpute between 
JVILLIAM JO on the one Part, and the 


Lords Juſt ices, Privy-Council and Both Houſes of 


Parliament on the other; the Deſign of it being 
to Clear and Vindicate the Injured Reputation of 
WILLIAM WOOD, and to Charge the o- 
ther Side with caſting Rath and Groundleſs Aſper— 
ſions uvon him. 

But if it be really what the Title Imports, Mr. 
7D hath treated the COMMITTEE with 
greut Rudeneſs, by Publiſhing an Att of Theirs in 
ſo unbecoming a Manner, without their Leave 
and hefore it was communicated to the Government 
and Privy-Conncil of Ireland, to whom the Com- 
mittee adviſed that it ſhould be Tranſmitted. Bur 
with all Deterence be it ſpoken, I do not conceive 
that a Report of a Committee of the Council of 
England is Hitherto a Law In either Kingdom 5 
and until any Point is determined to be a LAW, 
It remains diſputable by every Subject. 

This (May it pleaſe your Lordſhips and Y/Yor- 
fps) may ſeem a ſtrange Way of &iſcourting in 
an IHiterate Shop-Keeper. I have endeavoured (al- 
though without the Help of Books) to improve 
that ſmall Portion of Reaſon which GOD hath 
pleated to give me, and when Reaſon plainly ap— 
pears before me, I cannot turn away my Head 
from it. Thus for Inſtance, if any Lawyer ſhould 
tell me that ſuch a Point were Law, from which 
many Groſs Palpable Abſurdities muſt follow, 1 
would not, I could not believe him. If Sir Ba- 
#ard Cook ſhould poſitively aſſert (which he no 
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where does, but the direct contrary) that a Lini. 
ted Prince, could by his Prerogative oblige his 
Subjects to take Half an Ounce of Lead, ſtamped 
with his Image, for Twenty Shillings in Gold,! 


ſhould Swear he was deceived or a Deceiver, be- 


cauſe a Power like that, would leave the whole 
Lives and Fortunes of the People entirely at the 
Mercy of the Monarch : Yet this, in effect, is 
what Wood hath advanced in ſome of his Papers, 
and what ſuſpicious People may poſſibly appre- 
hend from ſome Paſſages in that which is called 
the Report. 

That Paper mentions Such Perſons to have bees 
Examined, who were Deſirous and Willing 10 bi 
heard upon that Subject. I am told, they were 
Four in all, Coleby, Brown, Mr. Finley the Banker, 
and one more whoſe Name I know not. The fir! 
of theſe was Tryed for Robbing the Treaſury in 
Treland, and although he were acquitted for want 
of Legal Proof, yet every Perion in the Court be- 
lieved him to be Guilty. The ſecond was Tryed 
'for a Rape, and ſtands Recorded in the Votes ol 
the Houſe of Commons, for endeavouring bj 
Perjury and Subornat ion, to take away the Lite 
of John Bingham, Eſq; 

But ſince I have gone ſo far as to mention par. 
ticular Perſons, it may be ſome Satisfaction to 
know who is this Wood himſelf, that has the Ho. 
nour to have a whole Kingdom at his Mercy, for 
almoſt Two Years together. I find he is in the 
Patent Entitled Eg; although he were under— 
ſtood to be only a Hard Ware-Man, and ſo I have 
been bold to call him in my former Letters; 
However a 'Squzre he is, not only by Vertue of his 
Patent, but by having been a Collector in Shrop. 
ſhire, where pretending to have been ns, and 

ulng 
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uing the County, he was Caſt, and for the In- 


Ifamy of the Fact loſt his Employment. 


I have heard another Story of this Squire Mod 
from a very Honourable Lady, That one Hamil. 
ton told her. He (Hwmmilron) was ſent for Six 


ears ago by Sir 1jaac Newton to try the Coy- 


nage of Four Men, who then Solicited a Patent 
for Coyning Half-pence for Ireland; their Names 
were Wood, Coſter, Eliiſton, and Parker. Parker 
made the faireſt Offer, and Wood the worſt, for 
his Coyn were Three Half-pence in a Pound leſs 
Value than the other. By which it is plain with 
what Intentions he Solicited this Patent, but not 
ſo plain how he obtained Ir. 

It is alledged in the faid Paper, called the Re- 


ort, that upon repeated] Orders from a Secretary 
Jof State, for ſending over ſuch Papers and Wit— 


neſſes, as ſhould be thought proper to Support the 
Objections made againſt the Patent (by Both 
Houſes of Parliament) the Lord Lieutenant Re- 


|| preſented the great Difficulty he found himſelf in to 
= comply with theſe Orders. That none of the Prin. 


cipal Member s of Both Hlouſes, who were in the King's 
Service or Council, would take upon them to Adviſe 
how any Material Perſon or Papers might be ſent 
over on this Occaſion, &c. And this is often Re- 
peated and Repreſented as A Proceeding that ſeems 
very Extraordinary, and that in a Matter which 
had raiſed ſo great a CLAMOUR 77 Ireland, 
M one Perſon could be prevailed upon to come over 
from Ireland in Support of the United Senſe of both 
Houſes of Parliament in Ireland, eſpecrally that the 
chief Difficulty ſhould ariſe from a General Appre- 
henſion of a Miſcarriage, in an Enquiry before his 
Majeſty, or in a Proceeding by due Courſe of Law, 
in a Caſe where Beth Houſes of Parliament had 2 
| . clare 


(6) 
clared themſelves ſo fully convinced, and ſatisfied up. 
on Evidenoe.,,,qnd Examinations taken in the moſt 
Solemnu Manner. | 

How thall I, a poor Ignorant Shop-Keeper, ut. 
teriy unskill'd in Law, be able to anſwer fo weigh. 
ty an Objection. I will try what can be done by 
plain Reaſon, unaſſiſted by Art, Cunning or Elo. 
quence, 

In my humble Opinion, the Committee of 
Council, hath already prejudg'd the whole Cale, 
by celling the United Senſe of both Houſes of Par- 
liament in Ireland an UNIVERSAL CLA“ 
MO UR. Here the Addreffes of the Lords aud 
Commons of Ireland againſt a Ruinous Deſtru— 
tive Project of an Obſcure, Single Undertaker, is 
called a CLAMOUR. I defire to know how 
ſuch a Stile would be Reſented in England from 
a Committee of Council there to a Parliament, 
and how many Impeachments would follow upon 
it. But ſuppoſing the Appellation to be proper, 
I never heard of a wiſe Miniſter who deſpiſed the 
UNIVERSAL CLAMOUR of a Peo- 
ple, andif that CLAMOUR can be Quieted 
by diſappointing the Fraudulent Practice of a ſin- 
gle Perſon, the Purchaſe is not Exorbitant. 

But in Anſwer to this Objection. Firſt it is 
manifeſt, that if this Coynage had been in Ireland, 
with ſuch Limitations as bare been formerly ſpe— 
cified in other Patents, and Granted to Perſons 
of this Kingdom, or even of Enzland, able to 
give ſufficient Security, few or no Inconveniencies 
could have happened, which might not have been 
Immediately remedyed. Asto Mr- Knox's Patent 
mentioned in the Report, Secuaity was given in- 
ro the Exchequer, that the Patentee ſhould atany 
Time receive his Half-pence back, and pay Gold 

Or 
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or Silver in Exchange for on = I ore 
to whom I ſuppoſe that Patent wasn, ade over) 
ras in 1694 forced to leave off Co „g, before» 
he End of that Year, by the great Crowds of Peo- 


le continually offering to return his Coynage up— 


n him. In 1690 he 2 oy ned again, and was for- 
ed to give over for the fame Reaſon. This en— 
rely alters the Caſe; for there is no ſuch Con- 


.Mdition in WOOD's Patent, which Condition was 


worth a Hundred Times all other Limitations 
wharſoever. 

Put the Caſe, that the rwo Houſes of Lords 
and Commons of England, and the PRIVY 
COUNCIL there ſhould Addreſs his Majeſty to 
recal a Patent, from whence they apprehend the 
moſt ruinous Conſequences to the whole King- 
dom: And to make it Stronger if poſſible, that 
the whole Nation almoſt to a Man, thould there- 

upon Diſcover the mo/t Diſmal Apprebenſions ( (as 
Mr. Wo ſtyles them) would his Majeſty debate 
half an Hour what he had to do? Would any Mi- 
niſter dare adviſe him againſt Recalling ſuch a 
Patent? Or would rhe Matrer be referred to the 
Privy Council or to 17eiminſier Hall, the tao 
Houſes of Parliament Plantiffs and William Y oο 
Defendant? And is there even the ſmalleſt Difte- 
rence between the two Cates? 

Were not the People of Ireland born as Free 
as thoſe of England > How have they forteited 
their Freedom? Is not their Parliament as fair 
a Repreſentative of the Peop/e as that of England ? 
And hath not their Privy-Council as great or a 
greater Shure in the Adminiſtrarion of Publick 
Affairs? Are they not Subjects of the ſame King? 
Does not the ſame Sun ſhine over them? And have 


they not the ſame God for their Protector? Am Ia 
Free, 
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Free-Man in England, and A I become a Slave in Wl 
fix Hours by croſſing the Channel? No Wonder th 
then, if the boldeſt Perſons were cautious to in. Sc 
terpoſe in a Matter already determined bythe whole jor 
Voice of the Nation, or to preſume to reprelent ler 
the Repretentarives of the Kingdom, and were 11 
juſtly apprehenſive of meeting ſuch a Treatment. 
as they would deſerve at the next Seſſion. It th 
would ſeem very extraordinary it an Inferiouran 
Court in England ſhould take a Matter our of theE 
Hands of the High Court of Parliament, during eil 
a Prorogation, and decide it againſt the Opivion th 
of Both Houſes. C 

It happens however, that, although no Per ſons l 
were ſo bold, as to go over as Evidences, to prove ſlit 
the Truth of the Objections made againſt this N 
Patent by the High Court of Parliament here, yet IH 
theſe Objections Rand Good, notwithſtanding the IF. 
Anſwers made by Wood and his COUNCIL" 

The Report ſays, that upon an A made oft 
the Fineneſs, Weight and Value of this Copper, it fe. 
exceeded in every Article, This is poſſible enough $or 
in the Pieces upon which the A was made N 
but Wood muſt have failed very much in Point ol 
Dexterity, if he had not taken Care to provide 4 
{ufficient Quantity of ſuch Half-pence as would 
bear the Tryal; which he was well able to do, 
although they were taken out of ſeveral Parcels. 
Since it is now Plain, that the Byaſs of Favour 
hath been wholly on his Side. | 4s 

But what need is there of diſputing, when we 
have politive Demonſtration of Wood's Fraudulent 
Practices in this Point. I have ſeen a large? 
Quantity of theſe Half-pence weighed by a very" 
Skilful Perſon, which were of Four DiffcrentÞ' 
Kinds, Three of them conſiderably under ven 10 


3 
ia Il have now before me an exact Computation of | 
derflthe Difference of Weight between theſe Four | 
Sorts, by which It appears that tne Fourth Sort, | 


in. . * - 
ole flor the Lighteſt, differs from tne Firſt ro a De- 
ent Igree, that, in the Coynageof Three hundred and 


ereflfixty Tuns of Copper, the Patentee will be a 
ent Gainer only, by that Difference of Twenty four 
I thouſand Four hundred and Ninety four Pounds, 
ourfland in the whole, the Publick will be a Loſer of | 
the Eighty two thoutand One hundred and Sixty 
ingleight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings, even ſuppoſing 
ion Ithe Metal in Point of Goodneſs to anfwer Wood's 
Contract and the ay that hath been made; 

ons which it infallibly doth not. For this Point hath ; 
ove likewiſe been enquired into by very Experienced 
his Men, who, upon ſeveral Tryals in many of theſe | 
yet Half pence, have found them to be at leaſt one | 
the [Fourth Part below the Real Value (not includ- 
L. Iing the Raps or Counterferrs that he or his Accom- 
_ offfplices have already made of Hi own Coyn, and 
ir icattered about) Now the Coynage of Three hun- 
gh red and Sixty Tun of Copper Coyned by the 
de; [Weight of the Fourth or Lighteſt Sort of his 
- off Halt-pence will amount to One hundred Twenty 
lea two thouſand Four hundred Eighty eight Pounds 
„ald ixteen Shillings, and if we Subſtratt a Fourth 
do, Part of the Real Value by the Baſe Mixture in 
--/;,flthe Metal, we muſt add to the Publick Loſs one 
ourffFourth Part to be ſübſtracted from the Intrin- 
ſick Value of the Copper, which in Three hun- 
weldred and Sixty Tuns amounts ro Ten thouſand 
lentland Eighty Pounds, and this added to the former | 
rgeſÞum of Eighty two thouſand One hundred Sixty | 
reryÞight Pounds, Sixteen Shillings will make in all, t 
entNinety two thouſand Two hundred Forty eight 
ht.ffounds Loſs to the Publick; beſides the Raps 
1 | | or 
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10 
or Counterfeits that he may at any time hereafter 
think fit to Coyn. Nor do I know whether he 
reckons ths DROSS Excluſive or Incluſive with 
his Three hundred and Sixty Tun of Copper; 
which however will make a conſiderable Difference 
in the Account. 

You will here pleaſe to obſerve, that the Profit 
allowed to Wood hy the Patent is Twelve-pence 
out of ey? "TY Pad of Copp r valued at 1 8. 6 d. 


whereol 5 d. only is allowed for Coynage of a 
Poun:' 2 Sht for the Engliſh Half. pence, and 
this Dicker - ce is almoſt 35 per Cent. which is 


double to the higheſt Exchange of Money, even un. 
der all the Additional Preſfurers, and Obſtruttions 
to Trade, that this unhappy Kingdom lies at pre- 
ſent. This one Circumſtance in the C oynage of 
Three hundred and ſixty Tun of Copper makes a 
Difference of [weuty Seven thouſand Seven hun. 
dred and Twenty Pounds between Engliſh and 
Iriſh Half-pence, even allowing thoſe of Mood to 
be all of the heavyeſt Sort. 

It is likewiſe to be conſidered, that for every 
Half-penny in a Pound Weight exceeding the 
Number directed by the Patent, Wood will be a 
Gainer in the Coynage of Three hundred and 
ſixty Tun vf Copper, Sixteen hundred and eighty 
Pounds Profit more than the Patent allows him; 
Our of which he may afford to make his Comp- 
trolers EASY upon that Article, 

As to what is alledged, that theſe Half-pence 


Jar exceed the like CoJnage for Ireland in the Reigns 


of bis Majeſties Predeceſſors : There cannot well be 
a more exceptionable Way of Arguing: Although 
the Fact were true, which however is altogether 
miſtaken; not by any Fault in the Committee, but 


by the Fraud and Impoſiffon of Wood, who cel 
tainly 


— 
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1131 produced the worſt Patterns he could find, 
ich as were coyned in ſmall Numbers by Per mi, 
ions to Private Men, as Butchers Half. pence, Black- 
Dogs and the Like, or perhaps the Small Se. Pa- 
4 Coyn w hich paſſes for a Farthing, or at 
2 ſome of the ſmalleſt Raps of the lateſt Kind. 
For I have now by me ſome Half pence coyned in 
he Year 1680 by vertue of the Patent granted to 
my Lord Dartmouth, which vas renewed to 
Knox, and they are heavier by a ninth Par 
than thoſe of Woods, and in much better Metal. 
And the great &t. Patrick's Half. penny 1s yet late 
ger than either. 

But what is all this to the preſent Debate? If 
under the various Exigences of former Times, by 
Wars, Rebellions, and I:furreftions, the Kings 
of England were ſometimes forced to pay their 
Armies here with mixt or baſe Money, God for- 
bid that the Neceſſities of turbulent Times ſhould 
be a Precedent for Times of Peace, and Order, 
and Settlement. 

In the Patent abovementioned granted to Lord 
Dartmouth in the Reign of King Charles 2d. and 
renewed to Knox, the Sec''ritics given into the 
Exchequer, obliging the Patentee to receive his 
Money hack upon every Demand, were an. effe- 

tual Remedy againſt all Inconveniencies: And 
1 Copper was coyned i in our own Kiegdom, fo that 
we were in no Danger to purchale it with the 
Lots of all our-Silver and Gold carried over to 
another, nor to be at the Trouble of going to 
Enzland for the Redreſling of any Abute, 


That the Kings of England haveexcerciſed their 
Prerogative of Coyuing "Copper for Ireland and 
for England is not the preſent Queſtion : But (to; 
ſpeak in the Style of the Report) it would ſeem 


4 
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a little Extraordinary, ſuppoſing a King ſhould Nur 
think fit to exerciſe his Prerogative by Coyning Nj, 
Copper in Ireland, to be current in England, Bj} 
without referring it to his Officers in that King- 
dom to be informed whether the Grant was rea- 
ſonable, and whether the People deſir'd it or no, 
and without Regard tothe Addrefles of his Par- Ha 
liament againſt it, God forbid that fo mean a Man Þ 
as I frould meddle with the King's Prerozative; But Nat 
I have heard very wiſe Men ſay that the King's Pre. I ai 
rogativels bounded and limited by the Good ned. Not 
fare of his People. I defire to know, whether it is th 
not underſtood andavoived that the Good of Ireland Þ 
was Intended by this Patent. But Ireland is not Þ v1 
conſulted at all in the Matter, and as ſoon as Le- I 
land is inform'd of it, they Declare againſt it; the jo 
Two Houſes of Parliament and the Privy-Council th 
addreſſes his Majeſty upon the Miſchiefs appre- Þ yc 
hended by ſuch a Patent. The Privy Council in Eng. Jeu 
land takes the Matter out of thePARLIAMENT's| h. 
Cognizance; the Good of the Kingdom is dropt, I tt 
and it is now determined that Mr. Wood ſhall P 
have the Power of Ruining a whole Nation for h. 
his private Advantage. K 
I never can ſuppoſe that ſuch Patents as theſe]Þ 5. 
were originally granted with rhe View of being] JI 
a JOBB for the Intereſt of a Particular Perſon, to 
the Damage of the Publick : Whatever Profit to 
muft ariſe to the Patentee was ſurely meant at] is 
beſt but as a Secondary Motive, and ſince ſomebody} t} 
mut be a Gainer, the Choice of the Perſon was to 
made either by Favour. or SOMETHING ELSE, 7 
or by the Pretence of Merit and Honeſty, This]! 
Argument returns ſo often and ſtrongly into my al 
Head, that I cannot forbear frequently. repeating tt 
It. Surely his Majeſty, when he conſented to the h. 
Paſſing of this Patent, Conceived he was doing 
_f 
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an AQ of Grace to his Moſt Loyal Subjects of 
Ireland, without any Regard to Mr. Wood, farther 
| than as an Inſtrument. But the People of Ireland 
ing- think this Patent (intended NO DOUBT for 
rea- their Good) to be a moſt intolerable Grievance, 
and therefore Mr. Wood can never ſucceed, with- 
Ar- Bout an open Avowal that his Profit is preferred 
Tan Þ not only before the Intereſts ; but the very Safety 
But and Being of a great Kingdom; and a Kingdom 
e- ditinguthed for its Loyalty, perhaps above all 
el. others upon Earth. Not turned from its Duty by 
tis the Jariſdiction of the Houſe of Lords, aboliſh'd at 
4d a Stroak, by the Har1ſhips of the Ai of Navigati- 
Dot Nen newly enforced : By all poſſible Obſiruttions in 


e. Trade, and by a Hundred other Inſtances, enough - 


he to fill this Paper. Nor was there ever among us 
cl the leaſt Attempt towards an Jnjurrett10n in Fa- 
re-F vour of the PRETENDER. Therefore what- 
g- erer Juſtice a FREE PEOPLE can Claim we 
ISI have at Jeaſt an Equal Title to it with our Bre- 
PUN thren in England, and whatever Grace a good 
Prince can beſtow on the moft Loyal Subjsts, we 
or have Reaſon to expect it; Neither hath this 
Kingdom any way deſerved to be Sacriticed to one 
ſe Single, Rapacious, Obſcure, Igneminions PRO- 
18 JECTOR. 
to Among other Clauſes mentioned in this Patent, 
it to ſhew how Advantagious it is to Ireland, there 
at is one which ſeems to be of a Singular Nature , 
that the Patenree thall be obliged, during his Term, 
5 to pay Eight hundred Pounds 4 Tear tothe Crown,and 
„Two hurdred Pounds a Tear to the Comptroller. 
is I have heard indeed that the King's Council do 
always conſider, in the Paſſing of a Patent, whe- 
Sf ther it will be of Advantage to the Crown, but I 


ci have likewiſe heard that it is at the ſame Time 
conſidered 


(14) 

conſidered whether the Paſſing of it may be in 

| jurious to any other Perſons or Bodys Politick © x 
| However, although the Attorney and Solicitorſj 
| be Servants ro the King, and therefore bound ti 
conſult his Majeſty's Intereſt, yet I am under 
0 ſome Doubt whether Eight hundred Pound! ; 
|þ Year to the Crown would be equivalent to the þ 
Ruin ofa Kingdom. Ir would be far better forſſ 4 
| us to have paid Eight thouſand Pounds a Year g 
il into his Majeſties ( Cofters, in the miſt of all ourſ t 
0 Taxes (which, in Proportion, are greater in thizſ} 
| \ 


Kingdom than ever they were in England, (ever 
i during the War) than purchaſe ſuch an Additi. 
lit on to the Revenue at the Price of our UTTER 
ql! UNDOING. 

1) But here it is plain that Fourteen thouſand 
Pound are to be paid by Wood, only as a Sai 
Circumft antial Charge for the Purchaſe of his Ps. 
It tent, what are his other Viſib le Coſt s I know not, 
| and what were his LATENT, is variouſly con 
! jectured. But he muſt be ſurely a Man of ſome 
i wonderful Merit. Hath he ſa red anyother King 
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{ dom at his on Expence, to give him a Title of 
in Re- imburſing himſelf by the Deſtruttion of ours? 
tis Hath he discovered the Longitude or the Uni 
if verſal Medicine? No. But he hath found out 
the Philoſopher's Stone after a new Manner, by De- 
0 baſing of Copper, and reſolring to force it upon 
| us tor Gold. 
0 When the Two Houſes repreſented to his Ma- 
i jeſty, that this Patent to WOOD was obtain'd in 
a ares, tine Manner, ſurely the Committee could 
+ thiak the Parliament would inſinuate that it 
q . not pafled in the common Forms, and run 
''110ugh every Office where Fees and Perquiſites 
cre due. They knew vgry well that Perſons 
. in 
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1 
in Places were no Enemies to Grants, and that 
the Officers of the Crown could not be kept in 
the Dark. 
Jreland affirmed it was a Secret to him (and whe 
will doubt of his VERACITY, eſpecially when 
he Swore to a Perſon of Quality ; from whom I 
had it, that ſreland ſhould never be troubled with 
theſe Half-pence.) It was a Secret to the People 
of Ireland, who were to be the Only Sufferers, and 
thoſe w ho beſt knew the State of the Ki ngdom 
and were moſt able to adviſe in ſuch an Affair, 
were wholly Strangers to It. 

It is allowed by the Report that this Patent was 
paſled without the Knowledge of rhe Chief Go- 
vernour or Officers of Ireland: And it is there ela- 
borately ſhewn, that Former Patents have paſſed 
in the ſame Manner, and are good in Law. I ſhall 
not ditpute the Legality of Patents, but am rea- 
dy to ſuppoſe it in his Majeſty's Power to grant 
a Patent for Stamping Round Bits of Copper to 
every Subject he hath. Therefore to lay aſide the 
Point of Law, I would only put the Queſtion, whe- 
ther in Reaſon and Jyftice it would not have been 
proper in an Aﬀair vpon which the Welfare of 4 
Kingdom depends, that the laid Kingdom ſhould 
have received timely Notice, and the Matter not 
be carried on between the Patentee and the Officers 
of che CROWN, who were to be the only Gainers 


| by it. 


The Parliament, who-in Matters of this Nu- 
ture are the moſt able and Faithful Councellers, 
did repreſent this Grant to be deſtruct ive of Trade, 
and Dangerous to the Properties of the People, to 
which the only Anſwer is, That the King hath 4 
Prerogative to make ſuch a Grant, , 

b 


But the Late Lord Lieutenant 
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It is aſſerted that in — to Knox, His 
Half-pence, are made and declared the Current Coy 
of the Kingdom, whereas in this to Wood. there is 
only a Power given to iſſue them to juch as wil 
receive them. The Authors of the Report, I think, 
do not affirm that the King can by Law Declare 
any thing to be Current Money by his Letters 
Patents. I dare ſay they will not affirm it, and if 
Knox's Patent contained in it Powers contrary to 
Law, why is it mentioned as a Precedent in his 
Majeſties Juj# and Merciful Reign: But although 
that Clauſe be not in YYood's Patent, yet poſſibij 
there are other, the Legality whereot may be 
equally doubted, and particularly that, whereby 
a Power is given to William Wood to break inte 
Houſes in ſearch of any Coyn made in Imitation of 
His. This may perhaps be affirmed to be Illegal 
and Dangerous to the Liberty of the Subject. Yet 
this is a Precedent taken from Knox's Patent, 
where the ſame Power is granted, and is a Strong 


Inſtance what Uſes may be ſometimes made of 


Precedents, 

But although before the Paſſing of this Patent, 
it was not thought neceſſary to conſult any Per- 
ſons of this Kingdom, or make the leaſt Enquiry 
whether Copper Money were wanted among us; 
Yer now at length, when the Matter is over, when 
the Patent hath long paſſed, when YYVood hath al- 
ready Coyned Seventeen Thouſand Pounds, and 
hath his Tools and Impliments prepared to Coyn 
Six times as much more; the Committee hath 
been pleaſed to make this Affair the Subject of En- 
quiry. Mood is permitted to produce his Eviden- 
ces, which conſiſt as I have already obferved, of Four 
in Number, whereof Colely Brown and Mr. Finle} 


the Banker are Three, And theſe were to prove 
that 


I 
that Copper Money was extreamly wanted in Ire. 


land. The firſt had been out of the Kingdom al- 
moſt Twenty Years, from the Time that he was 
tryed for Robbiug the Treaſury, and therefore his 
Knowledge and Credibility are equal. The Second 
may be allowed a more Knowing Witneſs, becauſe 
I think it is not above a Year ſince the Houſe of 


| Commons ordered the Attorney General to Pro- 


ſecute him, for endeavouring to rake away the Life 
of John Bingham, E/; Member of Parliament by 
Perjury and Subornation, He aſſerted that he was 
forced to Tally with his Labourers for want of 
Small Money (which hath often been practiſed in 
England by Sir Ambroſe Crawly and others) but 
thoſe who knew him better give a different Rea- 


© fon, (if there be any Truth at all in the Fact) that 


he was forced to Tally with his Labourers not 
for want of Half-pence, but of more Subſtantial 
Money, which is highly poſſible, becauſe the Race of 
Suborners, Forgers Perjurorsand Raviſhers, are uſu- 


ally People of no Fortune, or of thoſe who have Run 


It out by their Vices and Profuſeneſs. Mr. Finley 
the Third Witneſs honeſtly confeſſed, that he was 
Ignorant whether Ire/and wanted Copper Money 
or no; but all his Intention was to buy a certain 
Quantity from Wood at a large Diſcount, and Sell 
them as well as he could, by which ke hoped to get 

Iwo or Three Thouſand Pounds for himſelf. 
But ſuppoſe there were not one Single Half- 
penny of Copper Coyn in this whole Kingdom 
(which Mr. Wood ſeems to intend, unleis we will 
come to his Terms, as appears by employing his 
Emiflaries to buy up our Old ones at a Penny in 
the Shilling more than they Paſs for) It could 
not be any Real Evil to us, although it might be 
lome inconvenience. We have many Sorts of Small 
Silver 
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Silver Coyns, to which they are Strangers in Exs- 
land ſuch as the French Three-pences, Four-pence half. 
pennies and Eight-pence half-pennies, the Scotch 
Five.pences and Ten pences, beſides their Twenty- 
pexces, and Three and Fonr-pences, by all which we 
are able to make Change to a Half penny ofalmoſi 
any Piece of Gold or Silver, and if we are driven 
to Brown's Expedicat of a Sealed Card, with the 
little Gold or Silver ſtill remaining, ir will 1 ſup 
poſe, be fomewhat better than to have nothing 
left but Wood's Adulterated Copper, which he 13 
neither obliged by his Patent, nor hitherto 40 
by his Eſtate to make good. 

The Report farther tells us, it muſt be admitted 
that Letters Patents under the great Seal of Great- 
Britain for Coynivg Copper Money for Ireland art 
Legal and Obligatory, a Juſt and Reaſonable Exerciſe 
of his Majeſties Royal Prerogative, aud in no mil. 
ner Derogatory or In vaſi ve of ANY Liberty or Pri. 
vilege of his Subjects of Ireland. Firſt we deſire 
to know, why his Majeſty's Prerogat ive might not 
have been as well aſſerted, by Paſſing this Patent 


in Ireland, and Subjecting the ſeveral Conditions 


of the Contract to the Inſpection of thoſe who are 
only concerned, as was formerly done in the on) 
Precedents for Patents granted for Coyning for 
this Kingdom, ſince the mixt Money in Queen 
£112abeth's Time, during the Difficulties of a Re. 
bellion: Whereas now upon the greateſt Impoſi— 
tion that can poſſidly be practiſed, we muſt go to 
England with our Complaints, where it hath been 
for ſome Time the Faſhion to think and to affirm 
that Ve cannot be too hardy uſed. Again the Re- 
port lays, that Such Patents are Obligatory, Aftet 
long thinking, I am not able to find out what can 
poſſibly be meant here by this Word a” 

| Lym 


This Patent of Wood neither Obligeth him to Ut. 
ter his Coyn, nor us to take it, or it it did the 
Latter. it would be far Void, becauſe. no Patent 
can Oblige the Subject againſt Law, une. 5 411 ille- 
gal Patent paſſed in O Kingdom can Bind A2 
ther and not it ſelf. 

Laſtly, it is added, that Sch Patents are in 320 
Manner Deror atory or Tavaſrve of any Liberty or 
Privilege of the King's Sttwjects of Ireland. If this 
Propoſi tion be true, as It is here laid down, with- 
out. any Limitation either expreſted or Implyel, 
It mult follow that a King of Eugland may at any 
Time Covn Copper Money f for Ireland, and oblige 
his Subjects here to take a Pi:ce of Copper under 
the Value of Half a Farthing for Half a Crown, 
as was practiſed by the late King Fames, and even 
without that Arbitrary Prince's Excuſe, from the 
Neceſſity and Exigences of his Affairs. If this be 
in no Manner Derogatory nor Evaſive of any Li- 
berties or Privileges of the Subjects of Ireland, it 
ought to have been expreſſed what our Liberties 
and Privilezes are, and whether we have any 
at all, for in ſpecifying the Word IRELAND, 
inſtead of ſaying His Majeſty's Subjects, it would 
ſeem to inſinuate that we are not upon the ſame 
Foot with our Fellow Subjects in England; which 
however the Practice may have been, I hope will 
never be directly attcrted, for 1 do not underſtand 
that Poining's Act deprived us of our Liberty, but 
only changed the Manner of paſſing Laws here 
which however was a Power moſt indirectly ob- 
tained. by leaving the Negative to the Two Hou- 
ſes of Parliament. But, waving all Controverſies 


relating to rhe Legiſlature, no Perſon, I believe, 
was ever yet ſo bold us to affirm that the People 
of Ireland ha 


2 not the ſame Title to the Benefits 
3 2 of 


20 


of the COMMON LAW, with the reſt of his 
Majeſty's Subjects, and therefore whatever Libet. 
ties or Privileges the People of England enjoy by 
COMMON LAW, we of Ireland have the ſame; 
ſo that in my! numble Opinion, the Word Ireland 
ſtancing in that Propoſition, was, in the mildeſt 
Interpretation, A Lapſe of the Pen. 

The Report farther aſſerts, that the Precedents 
are many, wherein Caſes of great Importance to Ire- 
land, and that immediately affected the Intereſts of 
that Kingdom, Warrants. Orders, aud Directions 
ty the Authority of the King and his Predeceflors, 
have been iſſued under the Ro) al Sign Manual, with- 
out any previous Reference or Advice of bis Ma- 
jeſty's Officers of Ireland, which have always had 
their due Force, and bave been punitually comply'd 
with, and Obezed. It may be fo, and I am hearti- 
ly ſorry for it, becauſe it may prove an Eternal 
Source of Diſcontent. However among all theſe 
Precedents there is not one of a Patent for Coyn- 
Ing Money tor Irelend. 

There is nothing hath perplexed me more than 
this Doctrine of PRECEDENTS. If a Jobb is to 
be done, and upon ſearching Records you find it 
hath been done betore, there will not want a Law- 
yer to Juſtify the Legality of it, by producing 
his Precedents, without ever confidering the Mo- 
tives and Circumſtances that firſt introduced them, 
the Neceſſity or Turbulence or Iniquity of Times, 
the Corruptions of Miniſters, or the Arbi- 
trary Diſpoſition of the Prince then Reigning. 
And ] have been told by Perſons eminent in the 
Law, that the worft Actions which Humane Na— 
ture is capable of, may be juſtified by the fame Do- 

ctr ine. How the firſt Precedents began of Deter- 
mining Cates of the Higheſt Importagce to wy 
land, 


wo 9s — — os At, oa n 


on -— p< 3 wax .. 1r,5q4 © XX — 8 ww 


1 —  _ az % - ww. 5 we was # cs ws Www 


Sis 

land, and immediately affecting it's Intereſt, with- 
out any previous Reterence or Advice to the King's 
Officers here, may ſoon be accaunted for. Before 
this Kingdom was entirely Reduced by the Sub— 
miſſion of Tyrone in the laſt Year of Queen El1za- 
beth's Reign, there was a Period of Four Hun- 
dred Years, which was a various Scene of War 
and Peace between the Enzlijh Pale and the Iriſh 
Natives, and the Government of that Part of this 
land which lay in the Engliſh Hands, was, in 
many Things under the immediate Adminiſtration 
ofthe King. Silver and Copper wereoften Coyn- 
ed here among vs, and once at leaſt upon great Ne- 
ceſſity. a mixt or haſe Metal was ſent from England. 
The Reign of King James iſt. was employed in 
ſettling the Kingdom after Tyrone's Rebellion, and 
this Nation flouriſhed extreamly till the Time of 
the Maflacre 1641. In that difficult JunQure 
of Affairs, the Nobility and Gentry Coyned 
their own Plate here in Dublin. 

By all that I can diſcover, the Copper Coyn of 
Ireland for Three Hundred Years paſt conſiſted of 
ſnall Pence and Halt-pence, which particular Men 
had Licence to Coyn, and were current only with- 
In certain Towns and Dititrids, according to the 
perſonal Credit of theOQuner who uttered them, 
and was bound to receive thein again, whereof I 
have ſeen many Sorts; neither have I heard of any 
Patent granted for Coyning Copper for Ireland 
till the Reign of King Charles IL. which was in 
the Year 1680. to George Leg Lord Dartmouth, 
and Renewed by King FJames Il. in the firſt Year 
of his Reign to Fohn Knox, Both Patents were 
paſſed in Ireland, and in both the Patentees 
were obliged to receive their Coyn again to 
any that would ofter them Twenty — 
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of it. for which they were obli, ged to pay Gold 
or Silver. 

The Patents both of Lord Dartmouth and Knox 
were Referred to the Attorney General here. and 
a Report made accordingly, and both, as 1 have 
Aren laid, were paſſed in this Kingdom. Knox had 
only a Patent for the Remainder of the Term 
Granted to Lord Dartmouth, the Patent expir'd 
in 1701. and upon a Petition by Roger Moor to have 
it Renewed, the Matter was referred hither, and 
upon the Report of the Attorney and Solicitor, 
that it was not for his Majeſty's Service or the 
Intereſt of the Nation to have it Renewed, it 
was Rejetted by King Milliam. It ſhould therefore 
ſeem very Extraordinary that a Patent for Covn- 
ing Copper Half-pence, intended and profetled tor 
the Good of the Kingdom, ſhould be paſſed with. 
out once conſulting that Kingdom, for the (004 
of which 1t is declared to be intended, and this 
upon the Applicstion of a Por, Private, Ovſcure 
Mecbanick; anda Patent of ſuch a Nature, ti:;at as 
ſoon as ever the Kingdom is informed of It's be. 
ing paſied, they cry out Unanimoully againſt 1t as 
Ruimmons and Deſtructive. The Repreſenta: ire of 
che Nation in Parliament, and the Privy-Council 
Addreſs the King to have it Recall'd; yet the 
Patentee, ſuch a one as I have de leribed, ſhall Pre- 
vail to have this Patent approved, and his private 
Intereſt hall weigh down the Application of a 
whole Kingdom. St. Paul ſays, All things art 
Lawful, bt all things are not Expedient. We 
are e. t this Patent is Lawful but is it 
£xpeaient? We Read that the High Prieſt ſaid 
I: was expedickt rhat oe, Man 650 71 Die for the 
People, And this was a moſt wicked Propoſition. 
But that a Whole Nation ſhould Die for one Man, 
Was never heard of before. But 
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But becauſe much Weight is laid on the Pre- 
cederts of other Patents, for Coyning Copper for Ire- 
land, I will ſet this Matter in as clear a Light as 
I can, Whorver hath Read the Report, will be 
apr to think, thata Dozen Precedentsat leaſt cout 
be produced of Copper Coyned for Ireland, by 
Vertue of Patents patſcd in England, aud that 
the Coynage was there too, whereas J am confi- 
dent, there cannot he one Precedent ſhewn of a Pa- 
tent paſſed in Eygland for Coyning Copper for 
Ireland, for above an Hundred Years paſt, and if 
there were any before, it muſt-be in Times of 
Confuſion, The only Patents I could ever hear 
of, are thoſe already mentioned to Lord Part- 
monthand Knox ; the Former in 1680. and the 
Latter in 1685. Now let us compare theſe Patents 
with that granted to Mood. Firit, The Patent-to 
Knox, which was under the fame Conditions as 
that granted to Lord Dartmouth, was Paſſed in 
Ireland, the Government and the Attorze) and 
Solicitor General making Report that it would 
be uſeful to this Kingdom. 


2 


The Patent was Pafi:d with the Advice of the 
King's Council here; The Patentee was obliged to 
receive his Coyn from thoſe who thought rhem- 
ſelves ſurcharged, and to give Gold and u, for 
it; Laſtly, The Patentee was to pay only 161.135. 
4d. per Ann. to the Crown. Then, as to the 
Execution of that Patent. Firſt, 1 find the Halt- 
pence were Mild, which, as it is of great Uſe 
to prevent Counterfeits(and therefore induſtriolly 
avoided by Wood) fo it was an Addition to 


the Charge of Coynage. And for the was 
an 
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and Goodneſs of the Metal; I have ſeveral tit 
k Half-pence now by me, many of which weigh aw 
Ninth Part more than thoſe coyned by Mood th 
0 and bear the Fire and Hammara great deal bet. 
'' ter; and which is no Trifle, the Impreſſion Fairer 
and Deeper. I grant indeed, that many of the 
latter Coynage yield in Weight to ſome of 
VYood's by a Fraud natural to ſuch Ptentees; 
but not ſo Immediately after the Grant, and be- 
fore the Coyn grew Current: For in this Circum- 
ſtance Mr. YYood muſt ſerve for a Precedext in I 
Future Times. R 
Let us now examine this new Patent granted hn 
to William Mod. It Paſſed upon very falſe Sug- to 
geſtions of his own, and of a few Confederates: 
It paſſed in England, without the leaſt Reference fr 
hither. It paſſed -unknown to the very Lord Þo 
Lieutenant, then in England. YYood isempowered to 
Coyn one hundred and Eight thouſand Pounds, and fe: 
all the Officers in the Kingdom (Civil and Military) - 
are commanded in the Report to Countenance and f 
aſſiſt him. Knox had only Power to utter what 
we would take, and was obliged to receive bis Coyn 
back again at our Demand, and to enter into Se- P. 
curity for ſo doing. VYood's Half perce are not p. 
Aill-d, and therefore more eaſily Counterfeited þ 
by himſelf as well as by others: Mood pays a hi 
| Thouſand Pounds per Ann. for 14 Years Knox 
i paid only 161. 13s. 4d. per Ann. for 21 Years: 
Þ It was the Report that ſet me the Example of . 
makinga Compariſon betweeu thoſe two Patents, I. 
: wherein the Committee was groſsly mifled by the Þl 
falſe Repreſentation of YYVi4iam YVood, as it was by . 
another Aﬀertion, that Seven hundred Tun of IV 
{ {.opper were coyned during the 21 Years of Lord K 
; Dartmouth's and Knoz's Patents. Such a Quan- Fl 
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ity of Copper at the Rate of 2 s. 8 d. per Pound 
would amount to about an Hundred and Ninety 
thouſand Pounds, which was very near as much 
s the Current Caſh of the Kingdom in thoſe 
Days; yet, during that Period, Ireland was ne. 
er known to have too much Copper Coyn, and 
or ſeveral Years there was no coyning at all : 


; BBeſides I am aſſured, that upon enquiring into 
Ithe Cuſtom- Houſe Books, all the Copper imported 


into the Kingdom, from 1683 to 1592, which 
includes 8 Years of the 21 (beſides one Year al- 
lowed for the Troubles) did not exceed 47 Tuns, 
and we cannot ſuppoſe even that ſmall Quantity 
o have bern wholly apply'd to Coynage : So that 


believe there was never any Compariſon more 


nluckily made or ſo deſtructive of the Deſign 
for which it was produced, 

The Pſalmiſt reckons it an Effect of God's An- 
ger. when he ſelleth his People for Nought, and ta- 
'th ns Money for them. That we have greatly 
ffended God by the Wickedneſs of our Lives is 
ot to he diſputed : But our King we have not 
ffended in Word er Deed; And although he 


-e God's Vice-gerent upon Earth, he will not 


uniſh us for any Offences, except "thoſe which 
e ſhall commit againſt his Legal Authority, 
is Sacred Perſon (which God preſerve) or the 
aws of the Land. 
The Report is very profuſe in Arguments, that 
Ireland is in great wantof Copper Money. Who 
vere the Witneſſes to prove it, hath been ſhewn 
ready, but in the Name of God, Who are to bs 
judges > Does not the Nation beſt know its Own 
Vants? Both Houſes of Parliament, the Priyy- 
ouncil and the whole Body of the People de- 
lare che Contrary; Or let the Wants be _ 
they 
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12 
they will. We deſire they may not be ſapply'd by 
Mr. Wood, We know our own Wants but too 
well; they are Vany and Grievons to be born, 
but quite of another Kind. Let England be ſatis. 
fied ; As things go, they will in a ſhort Time have 
all our Gold and Silver, and may keep their A. 
dulterate Copper at Home, for we are determined 
not to purchale it with our Manufactures, which 
Wood hath Graciouſly offered to accept. Out 
ants are not fo bad by a Hundredth Part as 
the Method he hath taken to _— them. He 
hath already tryed his Faculty in New- England, 
and I hope he will meet at leaſt Book an EQUAL 
RECEPTION here; what That was I leave to 
Publick Intelligence. I am ſuppoſing a Wild 
Caſe, that if there ſhould be any Perſon alread; 
receiving a Monftrous Penſion out of this King- 
dom, who was Inſtrumental in Procuring this 
Patent, they have either not well conſulted their 
own latereſts, or Hoa muſt put more Drots inte 
his Copper and ill diminiſh its Weight. 

Upon Wood's Complaint that the Officers 0i 
the King's Revenue — had already given O. 
ders to all the Inferivur Officers not to recelve 
any of his Coyn, the Report ſays, That #þ1 can 
not but he looked upon as avery extraordinary Pro 
ceeding and being contrary to the Powers gite 
in the Patent, the Committee ſay, They cannot 40 
wije his Majeſty ro give Directions to the Officer 
of the Revenue here. not to receive Or utter any 0 
theſaid Coyn as has been deſired in the Addreſſes 
of Beth Houſes, but on the contrary, they think 
it both FTuſk and Reaſonable that the King ſhouth 
immediately give Orders to the Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue c. to revoke all Or lers, ge. that Mi) 


have been given by them to / inder or obſtrutt th 
rectiviq 


x7 3 
receiving the ſaid Coyn- And accordingly, weare told, ſuch 
orders are arrived. Now this was a Caſt of Word's Poli- 
ticks; for his Information was wholly Falſe and Groung- 
Teſs, which he knew very well; and that the Commiſſioners 
of the Revenue here were all, except one, lent us from Erg- 
ind, and love their Employments tod well to have taken 
ſuch « Step: But oed was wile enough to conſider, that 
ſuch Orders of Revocation would be an open Declaration of 
the Crown in his Favour, would put the Government here 
under a Difficulty, would make a Noiſe, and poſſibly create 
ſome Terror in the Poor People of Ireland. And one great 
Point he hath gained, that although any Urders of Re- 
vocation will be needleſs, yet a new Order is to be ſent, 
and perhaps already here, to the Commiſſioners of the Re- 
venue, and all the King's Officers in Ireland, that Word $ 
Half pence be (uffered and perminted, withont any Let, Suit, Trou- 
, Moleſtation or Denial of any of the King's Officers or Mings- 
flers whatſcever, te Paſs and be receiuvet ex CURRENT 
MONEY by ſuch a5-ſh:l{ be Willing io receive them. In this 
Order there is no Exception, and theretore, as tar as I can 
ſudge, it includes all Officers both Civil and Militæry, from 


of the Lord High Chancellor to a Fuſtice of Peace, and from 


the General to an Enfign : So that Yood's Project is not like- 
ly to fail for want ot Managers enough. For my own Parr, 
as things ſtand, I have but little Regret to find thy (elf 
out of the Number, and therefore I thall continue ir all 
Humility to Exhort and Warn ry Fellow-Subjects neve- 
to Receive or Utter this Corn, which will Reduce the 
Kingdom to Beggary by much Quicker and larger Sts than 
have Hitherto been taxen- 

But it is needleſs to argue any longer. The Matter is 
come to an Iſſue. His Majeſty Purjurnt to the Law, h th 
left the Field open between Wood and the Kined''m of 
Ireland. Wood hath Liberty to Offer his Coyn, aid MW. 
have Lew, Reaſon, Liberty and Neceſſity to refuſe it. A 
knaviſh Jocky may Ride an old Fou;,dred sade bon; 
Market, but none are obliged to Buy it. Ih. pe che Wo, 
Voluntary and Willing to receive it u my be und | 
applyed in their true Natural Meaning, % 
derfloed by PROTESTANTS. For it F, 
comes to my Shop to Buy Six Yzrds -t $047 won er 
lowed by a Porter laden with a Sack o © 
en his Shoulders, if we a: e agreed about the Piice, vh 

Scarlet 


* 
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Scarlet lves ready cut upon the Counter, if he then gives | 
me the IWord of Command, to receive my Money in Wood's i, 
Covn, and calls mea DiſeffeFed Facobite Dog for refuſing 
it (aitnough I am xs Loyal a Subject as himſelf, and With. ſhy; 
vt Hire) and thereupon Seizes ny Cloth, leaving me the 4% 
Price in thi. Odious Copper, and bids me take my Reme. |; 
dy: in this C I ſhall hardly be brought to think that 
Lam Lefr to my own Will. I ſhall therefore on ſuch Occa- ſj, 
ſions, nrit order the Porter atoreſaid to go off with his y 
Pack, and then fee the Money in Silver and Gold in my 
Poſſeiſion before I Cut or Meaſure my Cloth, Butifaſ,/ 
Common Sollter drinks his Pot firſt, and then offers Pay- BI 
ment i Ho s Halt-pence, the Landlady may be under N 
ſome Difficultv; For if ſhe complains to his Captain ot Nhe 
Enfign, th-y are likewiſe OFFICERS, included in this I. 
General Order for encouraging theſe Half-pence to paſs 
as CURRENT MONEY. It ſhegoes to a Juſtice of 
Peace, he is alſo an Officer, to whom this General Order 
is directed. I do therefore Adviſe her to follow my Pri- Ter 
ctice, which I have already begun, and be payed for her ge 
Goods before ſhe parts with them. However I ſhould have 
been content, for ſome Reaſons, that the Military Gentle 
men had been excepted by Name, becauſe I have heard it 
ſaid, that their Dilcipline is beſt confined within their; 
own Diſtrict. 

His Majeſty in the Concluſion of his Anſwer to the Addrels 
of the Houſe of Lords againſt J3 94's Coyn, is pleaſed to ſay 
that He wil do every Thing in his Power for the Satisfaion 
of his People. Ir ſhould ſeem therefore, that the Recalling 
the Patent is not to be underſtood as a Thing In his Pow 
er. But however fince the Law does nor oblige us to receive 
this Coyn, and conſequently the Patent leaves it to our 
Voluntary Choice, there is nothing remaining to preſerve 
us from Ruin but that the whole Kingdom ſhould conti. 
nue in 2 flir n determinate Reſolution never to Receive off 
Utter this FATAL cn: After which, let the Officers 
to whom theſe O ders are directed, (I would willing!) 
except the Military) come with their Exhortations, t heit 
Arguments and their Elequence, te perſuade us to find out 
Intereſt in our Undotng. Let Wood and his Accomplict 
Travel about the Country with Cart-Loads of their Wart all 
and ſte who will take it off their Hands, there will be n9Þil 
Fear of his being Robbed, for 1 Highwey-Man would Icoi 
to touch it. . | | 
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Tam only in Pain how the Commiſfoners of the Revenue 
ill proceed in this Juncture; becauſe J am told they are 
bliged by Act of Parliament to take nothing but Geld 
nd Silver in Payment for His Majeſty's Cuſtoms, and I 
hink they cannot Juſtly offer this Coynage of Mr. Vo 
o others, unleſs they will be content to receive it theme 
ves. 

The Sum of the whole 15 this. The Committee Adviſes 
he King to (end immediate Orders to all his Officers here, that 
Vood's Coyn be Suffered and Permitted without any Let. Sit, 
rouble, &c. to pals and be received as CURRENT MONEY 
ſuch as ſhall be WILLING to receive the ſame. It is pro- 


able, that the firt W7LLING Receivers may be thoſe 


ho Muſt Receive it whether they will or no, at le: under 
he Penalty of loſing an Office. But the Landed Tndeven- 
ing Men, the Merchants, the Shop Keepers and Bulk of the 
deople, I hope, and am almoſt confident, wil never re- 
eiyre it. What muſt the Conſequence be? The Onuers 
ill Sell it for as much as they can get. Weed s Half- 
ence will come to be offered for Six a enne (st then 
e will be a ſufficient Gainer) and the Neceſſary Receivers 
ill be Loſers of Two Thirds 12 their Salaries ur Pay. 
This puts me in Mind of a Paſſage I was cold many Years 
20 in England. At a Quarter-vefſions in Leiceſt v, the Ju» 
ices had wiſely decreed, to take off a H:1!-p ny 1a 4 
uart from the Price of Ale. One of them, ho came in 
her the thing was determined, being in form d of what had 
aſſed, laid thus: Gentlemen; Tou have made an Order, that 
le ſhould be ſold in our Country for Three Half pence 4 Quart : 
deftre you will now make another to appoint who muſt Drink 
„ tor BY G—— I WILL NOT. 

| muit beg leave ro caution your Lordſhips and 
Vorſhips in one Particular. YYood hath gri ciouſly 
romiled to Load us at preſent only with Fourty 
nouſand Pounds of his Coyn, ti4 the Exigences 
the Kingdom require the Reſt, I intreat you 
ill never ſuffer Mr. Mood tobe a judge of your 
AIGENCES. While there is one Piece of 
ver or Gold remaining in the Kingdom he will 
ait an EXIGENCY, he will double his pre. 
at Q4autam by Stealth as oon ay ue can, and 


U 
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will have the Remainder till to the Good, Hs: 
will Pour his own Raps and Counteraers pon us; 

France and Holland will do the fame 3 nor will our 
own Coyners at Home be behind them: To con- ; 
firm which, I have now ia my Pocket a Rap or 
Counterfiet Haif-penny in imitation of His, but J 
jo ill performed, that in my Conſcience I belicze 
it is not of his Coyning. | 

I muſt now defire your Lordſhips and Wor ſhips | 
that you will gtve great Allowance for this 1tong 7 
undigrited Paper, 1 find my ſelf to have gone into, 
ſeveral Repetitions, which were the Effects cf, 
Hale, while new Thoughts fell in to add ſome. 
thi:s to what 1 had ſaid before, I think may, 
aftirm tat} have fully anſwered every Paragrapif| ; 
in tac Report, which although it be not unartiuliyÞ” 
drawn, and is perfectly in the Spirit of a Fleader a 
who can fiad the moſt plauſable Jopicks in behalt 1 
of his Client, yet there was no great Skill required \ 
to detect the many Mitakes contained in it, which,, 
however are by no means to be charged upon ting. 
Right Honourable Comm1ittee, but upon the mo! 7 
Falic Impudent and Fraudulent Repreſentationsof 5 
Wood and his Accomplices. I deſire one Parti 
cular may dwell upon your Minds, although I hat, 
mention'd it more than once; That after all the of. 
Weight layed upon Precedents there is not onyx 
produced in the whole Report, ofa Patent for Coyne, 
ing Copper in Exgland to Paſs in Ireland, and one 
two Patents referred to{for indeed there weren te | 
more) which were both paſſed in Ireland, by Refcyy, ' 
rences to the King's Council here, both leſs Advang, 
tag ions to the Coyner than this of Food, and in bot... 
Securities given to receive theCoyn at every Call, ail... 
give Gold and Silver in Lieu of it, This Demon 


itrates the moſt Flagraut Falſhood and Impudencq; ; 
00 
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FH: of Wood, by which he would endeavour to make 
us: the Right Honourable Committee his Inſtruments 
Our his own Illegal and Exorhitant Gain, ) to 
col Ruin a Kingdom which hath deſerved guire dif- 
| *. rent Treat neut. 
bat 1 am very Senſible that ſuch a Work as I have 
lene indertaken might have worthily employed a much 
better Pen. But whena Houſe is attempred tobe 
hips Robbed it often happens that the weakeſt In the 
ONE Family runs firſt to ſtop the Door, All the A 
intof gance 1 had were ſome Informations from an 
lr inent Perſon, whereof I am afraid I have Spoil- 
"Yd a Few by endeavouring to make them of a Piece 
MY eith my own Productions, and the Reſt I was not 
Ude to Manage : | was in the Caſe of David who 
** could not move inthe Armour of Saul, and therefore 
_ rather chule to attack this Uncircumerſud Phi- 
UB i:tine (Wood I mean) with a Sling and 4 Stone. 
we And I may ſay for Wood's Honour as well as my 
nich on, that he Reſembles Goliah in many Circum- 
ta hc, very applicable to the preſent Purpoſe; For 
mo iahb had a Helmet of Braſs upon his Head, and 
as was Armed with a Coat of Mail, and the weight 
are ofthe Coat was Five thouſand Sheakles of Braſs, and 
= bad Graves of Braſs upon his Legs, and a Target 
of Braſs between his Sholuders. In ſhort he Was like 
Mr. Hood all over Braſs 3 And he defied the Armies 
on of the Living God, Goltah's Condition of Coinbat 
ollfere likewiſe the ſame with thoſe of Wood. If 
e prevail againſt ug then ſhall we be his Servants : 
Put if it happens that I prevail over him I Re- 
nouncethe other part of tne Condition, he ſhall ne- 
er he a Hrvant of Mine, for 1 do not think him 
tit to be Truſted in any Hoxeſt Mau's Shop. 
| will couclude with my Humble Deſire and 
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" Requeſt which I made ia my Second Letter; That 
. your 


5 


your Lordſhips and Worſhips would pleaſe to Or 
der a Declaration to be drawn up expreſſing, in 
the ſtrongeſt Terms, your firm Reſolutions never 
to receive or utter any of Wood's Half-pence or 
Farthings, and forbidding your Tenants to receive 
them. That the ſaid Declaration may be Signed 
by as many Perſons as poſſible who have Eſtates 
* in this Kingdom, and be ſent Down to your ſe. 
| veral Tenaots aforeſaid. 

And if the Dread of Wood's Half. pence ſhould 
continue till next Quarter Sefions (which I hope 
it will not) the Gentlemen of every County will 
then have a fair Opportunity of Declaring againſt 
them with Unanimity and Zeal. 


Jam with the greateſt Reſpet3, 
(May it pleaſe your Lordſhips and Worſhips) 
Tour moſt Dutiful 


Aug. 25: . and Obedient Servant, 
1724. | 


